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CHAPTER  XXXVIII.

1870.

WE stayed at Eidgeway during the first three months of
this year. The weather severe, and desperately injurious to
those who, like ourselves, found it necessary to be careful
about catching cold. Sir Henry Holland said to me one day
that the winter of 1869-1870 was the most unwholesome
winter he remembered during the past forty years!

George observed somewhat unusual caution in regard to
his health, in consequence of the rigour of the season; even
going the length of keeping within doors for days together.
He went up occasionally to Savile Bow, nevertheless, and I
made a point of being also in London when he was detained
there more than a couple or three days, and we " held on,"
fairly well, up to May. He was extremely pleased at having
obtained from the Government the appointment of an
Assistant Registrar, to share the administrative functions of
Dr, William Carpenter at the University of London, although,
the gentleman on whom the Yice-Ohancellor and the mem-
bers of the Committee of the Senate fixed their choice, for
that office, was set aside by the Senate in favour of Dr. Archer
Hirst. George was actuated in this proceeding, partly by a
desire to promote the physiological labours of the Registrar,
as being most valuable to students of the natural sciences
generally; but moreover, he held Dr. Carpenter entitled to
be relieved in some degree of the weight of his duties at the
University, after years of devoted service towards getting
the Institution into working order.

The new structure in Burlington Gardens was so nearly
completed as to render it probable that the Queen would
honour the University with her presence on the approaching be regarded as representing the popular
